O whait's music to vour ears? Do you fancy

uning inte exslc combinations like

gaummilis mixed with cutting-edpe
clectronic and acoustic workd music? Or would
yous like o tum up the volume for percussiondst
Bickram Ghosh whos making avant-gande
msee with soundsmiths across the world?

Ciosh ks drumming up a mew beat with Pete
Lockett, the versatibe multi-percussionist in a
new albam called Kingdom OF Ringafio In the
albrum they pound ot e sounds on o mali-
plicity of exotic instrumenis like the Amb dlaodla
and the H-’IIII'.'.I.IJ'IH ta type of Thai druem), the
B and the congas.

Anad i case you want ta jam with real exper
menial souff, lend an @ar io Hindustand classieal
vocalist Dy Sangar and Swiss musician
Lionel Dentan who have moved off the beaten
track with their funky compositions which they
call “Electro-acoustic Sufi’. The tw o @re part of a
musical eallectivie called Da-Saz, which spe-

Indian and foreign musicians are coming together
and grooving to a new beat, says Susmita Saha

cealises in blending ganmealis and glazals with
the laest electronic and acoustic world musi

This is lsion music at iis experimental
best — and a host of Indian musicians are ou
there at the cutting edae,

NIV Sadmari: “Some numbers have elements
ol jaze conlemporary Western musie, rve,
howse and even mock and pop. A lot of the
mdndies used in the racks are Meditermanean
and Middle Eastern from races like
kurdistan, Anmenia and Tran. We've usesd maasic
Trowm sl ower thee workd.”

But the fusion action doesn’t $top at the top
niobes Foreign musicians are reaching out to
decpest cormners of India and teaming their
rhythms with Indian arketes wheo arent familian
MNAMES e N this oouniry

lake a look ar British Asian beat boxer lason
Singh (for those who havent heard of it, beat
boxing has s origins in WS "1i|'| "|:'-|1 and it's a

fiorm of music where the artiste vod .:||:. |'||nl.| CEs



drum beats and other muosical

scrinnds), S hars comie o India
with Bex Mather, who plavs a
tripdie rabe a% o hricist, vocalisi

wangh and Mather :'|-.'|-||'_':.

el a rmwsical sven ng 1n e
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masic el pigeanholed. The nomemos  inlluenoes

| encounter while rravelling and interacting with dilflerent
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pwd stangh agsart,” e says
And 5 wou're still hungry for more aloernative siodf, ke a
book ar the et Hosuiees Tric, @ Bamd con sisting of Dutch jaze
musieran Yurel Floning, Bass poitanst Toow Oserwitier s
chrummee s Jonst Dijbaset. iban s abwoant for fieke 1o 0he sdage with
Kajasibam folk rovsacennns a0 Thee Birrfsoes, soersacer? Bal] Dor
azz awd impeoddsed music in Amsterdan, e this vesr
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satll hivve | i
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siemewss wibsites during the event inoreal time

Bt this king of fusion music whos reaching out aornoss tha
svonlel i umdebtedly Bickmam Ghioshe Best viear, Ghnoshowill
e plaving across India along with Arabic violinist [jamc]
Beymelles, Gritish saxophonist fesse Banisien UR-based
st Gialiano Modarelli and peroussionist Pete Lockett i

gl concert called Sanev,
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The new music al
combines jazz, rave,
rock and pop with
rhythms from as far
away as Kurdistan
and Armenia — and,
of course, India

Similarhy, [ka-Saz pets
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collectve with o Indian members
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called a mustcal
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Bickram Ghosh sends his

scores over the Internet to

his collaborators like
Lockett in the UK and
that radically speeds
up the process of
composing

sometimes with the growp, fer Lt Wils
proiuced by fouwr members  foom
dilflerenit coumtries

Ine fact is that cross-culiwral msis
15 the new bueewaord for the post=Yeh
Rencralion, wiwre clicking thelir way to
s nirvama in mghiclubs, live HECETTS
i independent music festivals Every
e label worih § s eompuect dise now has
space demarcated for the alternative genre,

in fact, Phat-Phish Becords® first albuam.
The Trelica Profecr, was conceived by LI5
mwsician | ¥ Woods Inchian heiss MELATIRD
atorma. The record major alag las experi
ErCmEd Bbes By Lambes Funk and Da-Saz

(ider players in the music marker say
there’s growth in this space. “Therell always
I"'w.l!.:{'ll“:ll:l 10F New soanicds evien thoueph it's
amichie snarker. I e last thres yvears, sales of

cxperimental  mvusic  labels by oaar
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Beat boser lisen Singh and Bex Mather are
building up the tempo with falk artictes froen
Rajasthan; (Below) Dutch jarz musician Yuri
Honing is &l 1et to hit the high notes with
Rajasthari felke musicians &t Amsterdam

Experimental music s miaking s
presemce el in different ways, Ghosh, for
nstance, 18 tnving to create nightclub
music — the project is called Flectrie -
with Lockett, Modarelll and Indion sound
aces like veena player Rajesh Vaidya, sitar
virtugso Pustsayan Chatterjes and eleciric
sarod player Pratyush Banerjee

I I'Il\.':. I‘I::-lll CONCETEs il ||_;;.-\.|:':|;'a_' t'.l;Ll:l[
clubs and discs ncross the country and
pans are aloot to release o music albam
based on the music theyre creating. The
Electric Project has already had a live show
at oy at Thi Park in Caleutta last month
“We want club regulars to develop a taste for acoustic

masic,” savs Ghosh

HTE Musicians are getting backing for thelr cross-
continental efforts from Indian and foreign onmanksations
Singh and Mather, forexample. were supported by the Rritish
Council and the Jipur Virasat Foundation, a charitable rrst

ey ve woorkdng together with Jumima
b Khan Mewati  and  odber
B Rajnathani musicians for the

Darshar Project and  are
hoplng it will lead 1o hipper
things around e wordd
Dranoiier has ndne folk artisoes
from Rajasthan on board along
with Slrwzh and Mailer,
Mamy of these efforts msay nod find a
mass following, Take Robins album
Rakhi. One rrack with Gulaly Sapera is
Galled Bictiy Bap and ifs a dialogue
I:H'I:'-'-l.'l.'I!. HE R HT ] .;I."_|| a waoman that
rradually progresses i a heaied exchange
How do you work together when you live in
different corners of the world? The answer is that
it Ent so wugh in this globalised world biroasghe
bopetlver by the [nioenmet
Lhesh, for Instance, hasnt et physical

distances interfere with the speed of his music
composition. He used the Yousendit softvwane
application to send his musical compositions
to Pete Lockett in the UK. “We wene engaging
N cross-Continental  compositions for  thae

album  Kimgdom of Rtk through  this
application, I'd upload my scores and Pete
woulkd add his version on top of tha anad
send 11 back The whole process wis



expreclited radically” he savs.

Similarty. Da-Sae found it waso't tough to make music in
both Europe and India, Says Sangari: “Western classical and
smiall orchesira pleces were specially composed and recorded
in Switzerland for us by LayrentWeber, The rest were done in
Inclin,” says Sangart.

Whats drawing the voung wrban crowds 1o thess
alternative, vet funky musical forms i their visual appeal as |
well. Bickram Ghosh has already jazoed it all up in the
music video of the wack called Primal from his album
Kirrpelarm of Ry,

Set in an imaginary world driven only by rhythm, this
video is directed by Riingo, who's made both Ghash and
Lockett dress up as shamans or spiral healers with
bare-badied fire dancers giving themcompany, The set where
the video has been shot is designed like a landscape straight
out of an earlier age.

And the Senee album that's coming out in March was
recorded at Henry VIS hunting lodge in Essex (hecause they
wanted the right ambienoe to makemusic in) while thestylish
miusic video has been shot in Cambridge.

As the world shrinks, these types of collaborative efforts
across borders are going to hit even higher notes.
Experimentation is clearly the order of the day for this
talented crop of minstrels who've uned in totheworld. ~ #




