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We spend ten days
the life of Pete Lockett
at Holland’s Big Bang
festival 2008
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1t ol s glamsrous Do Ao RS whe yol
tedl Ehem yow ace golng on Bour. But Rhece i lite glamour
In the deslening tone of the alanm cieck at dam and the
travet-zick trip to the alrport that commences 5o many
olishore excursions., | am off to Holland fo be part of

the annual Big Bang Mstival which this year ipatunes
Sime Phillis, me, Baba Sigsoko, Carls Rizzo and Arto

T bodgaciyan. We will Tour fhve cities in Holland cuer a
ler-day period a5 8 guinkel kndwn a5 The Werld Drumimses
Entesnble”. &0 kilos in bowg, | cross the Trustrating frontionrs
ol excess luggage payments, security checks and an
wr-light senace which only got 1o row ben belore the plane
neached Aredbendam, | alas was in row 25] Whisked off
wil® Deideh e Mgiency 1o the Padel, | showerad and resdied
ey sell bo meet my Tellow collaberatars over a fine meal

EOiTidon... Dne Birg abdul 1ouring is the Bizanne and
aarming arrary of inappropriste pillows and Beds you
e b0 deal with!

Prisvigus participants in this Festival e incloded Keith
Carlock, Zakir Hussain, Bl Brybord, Chad Wackerman and
Glen Voeler to narme 3 few, 50 that |5 & hand act o follow It
I3 3y urirtudl But exciting Teekng balore the journey inba
Ehl unkndwn Disgind, Hicey will 1B pericnalities. mix, whasl
risical ke will surfaceT One thing I3 for sure, it will B2 &
grioat drum hang for ten diyt with all these amaing talenis.

Al In'l"' dr::mﬂra phis Ehe madin organisss, Erk Wilksmmsn

d hig Deaim meel in Ehe hobel bes SpRits ane high and
ullst'vrr- genuinely excibed by the forthcoming tour. We
hiead ba a civilsed litthe local restsurant. The hospitality in
Europe is sbways 5o masch betber than you get in the UK

Swrpeised to see Tour of the Tive make it ba Breakias
at BU30amm Simon has 10 worsk of if tene-wite,

and they do not shirk asay from looking after their artists
Thres hours laber, after 3 slag-up Halisn meal, all Besd to
b okl My night i5 not over Theag unlil an encounber
with & vy 1Bl 80 20 encampaiting matbneds leadd b
B Turry of Jam activity 1o relocate 18id mattreds 1o the
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adjusting fromn ek LA time dillerencs, Soon we'fe

I b B PR Eha 20HM B0 Ehe rehadiial Space.
Discussians Bigin as 15 whal we ané going 1o creals
it e iy owir the bwo dins we have allocated
for rehearsal.



This festival is 1y umigue in that it creabed an emnnmint
for & group of pleyers of unigue character to unile in a new and
chalenging ervirshment 1o brainstorm and create & thow ower
a brief rehearsal perisd, Qute a resporsibity to be handed
and it seems a bit of an uphill Lask a5 Ehe day beging. Zo0n the
rarsic amd groones start to flow Part of 1he whole process |5 the
resclutlon of cferent ieas and different approachid, but shoe
Eha lirses of comemunication are established then the shags &
thie misic for the gig $Rarts Ba oame tagetter. One thing we wam
Eo awodd 5 a night of individusl solas foliowed By & group peece
o conchsde. This maked the overall writing process much more
complox and time consuming bt if we £am creals an integrated
G-reiniAe show then i owill all hine Bsien worth if. Belors we can
pordibly imagine, 1k first day &5 roundéd up And we e Back in
& restaurant popping another bottie of ned

Rarcuescen

s R secasd nebparsal and 3 slohthy laber SEEt dor 19 Gioun
Difficult 15 kick shaet the day, but after an inbense debate 1@ iy
and bring boqetses & coimenan vislon of the cveral pichane, we
beqin to dissect the structung ¢ the seven peoes we have 56
far mapped out, and IncofparEhe Eham inka a set along with &
skt soio for each of the five muticiass, Things do not siways
fisew perlectly in rehearsals and confllicting SoEmces Somirtimes
need to be retoheisd maburely with the final goal of 1Fe concert in
mind. This we all navigabe successiully, Teme Nlkes and before we
kndy iE, thee glant fllght caied Rk Arrived, SeNon t5 changing
all ik Frpieds on bl WE with his Bodel drill and we have beer

in hand, sxpectant of another night's grest Rospitadity o5 the
Gisests of Erk and the Dutch team. We are not disappointed.

Salurday 22nd
Nesvember
Concert On Rellerdaim

A's the first ghg day = Retbendam, & slightly lazler monning as wi Bd
e s Ak 1LA%am. Moland is & wery small couniry whach meand we Can
stay &7 Eha same hobed for (he whode brig, This s grest news. The Erip

1 Rukterdam whizzes by Instantly and 5000 w0 ane on stage teritying
e sgund techs by switching all our stage pasitions. IE s the first of

{hee glgs of & wery elaborale programme featuring a numiber of diverse
supoorting acts. The sound checks ane lengthy and exhsusting and
Becaisse many of s came on Ehe 54 Bus, we are prisoners of sourd
aBuiek pain, Our check comes D Mfound SI5pm Mter & Fedecaily Sty
sl i B cestaurant domnstalrs. When it oo (o §hone time, 12 15
resily interasting o S how everyone's pericnality sdpands posithvely
Inta pertormers, Rehearsals are ahweays 10 &y in comparison and here
we are 0 & packied 3,000-sexber audiborium which is desporate for
drums. The show 8 a greal success and we have ‘broken Beead’, My
volen |5 coming back alter & réal bad oold. However, | decide 16 it the
bied wien tre s gets back at 2am a5d fot venfure on the wild qocse
chase around Amsterdam looking for & restssant that's stil open.

Fa1 chanoe! Hollard and Baigium are famous for their sarky-clesing
restaurants and there i nothing werse than wandering aimlessly sround
a eity centre = often filked with drunks - lcoking for something that's
cg=. They all got back to the habe after dam having had & el han
satEslying culinary experiende l‘}
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Thank gocdnass, 4 break for & dayl | atbempt to go out but

it i sewing really heavily. My coid i3 5till @ big problem 0

| g sk, 1 g wintil the evening whieh we all brave the hesdy

snoe b g oul fer an evening meal. | heve bo get fit for the
rast of the tour

enday 24, Nevamber
WGt

LA
Musie. Hall
Thank gad for thie labe ¥0.30am breakiast curlie alter a
slppnless right with Ehe dodgy Rotel piliows. again, Afber 2 b2 .of
shopping | hoad back §6 Ehe hotel and then to the soundche. It
|& {Pse M cresw and & lot of bisething problems with the seund
R Been ironed out. My wite has come over for this Show
fram Lemdan gnd somebow manadges o fush her celiphone
dowen Ehis besbat, How T The mryslecies of the leminine! The gig
ir rocking and the guinbet is really starting 1o fake shape now.
Thir bechriclans have gol a8 the changeavess bibwien the acts
Nawing ricely and [ 15 & lok mare reliipd. The hall & 8 bt st ol
borwen, et b the Aaa stadium, Gary Mann from Remao has alse
popped chel For Ehiese two ghgs and it Beoms a nice socsl hang
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Ulra:ﬂlt Musc. Cawee

This woniss i famous for it larey B wihach hodgls thie 00y LD
the gide of 1hs Eullding bo offiasd. |t aheirys makes me augh b
15 uibr edficteni like & ok of the rew Bui® venues in Holland. The
performance and Fechnicalities are hotting up elficienthy, Slkk
and ousck soundchecks. Everybody knows the routire ard all

tha pierfermdrs have got the msterial down to De abie 10 800 &
jok af flexibisgy and exira dynamics bo Che show Simon iS5 pesily
stacting bo rock ot om his sclos. We S1ay on shage for each
others sclos and | hivee found the kdeal plage o 3, right next ta
fhe glant mausted Bass drum Re has on his might - Thal moves
somee alr; {and hair) bebeve ma! These last twa gigs have been
wut of town In ‘new city’ moderm arena-Type venues. Big. ot cold
suditeriums in some sspects. Today's vinue i 2 glant ned B
which ts bemporary whilst the verwe in the town i§ refurbished.
The firal tevo giga will B in mone ‘old styie’ auditania in the
centre of their respective towns, so hopefully we will $top teeling
T wa are on Ehi mean,

Weswesday 264,
K‘.amaulﬁ y &L

Day Q4L Chill b Amsderdam (iterallyll, Nice! Desperafely ad o
i g Mummngd news whaen | 98l Back 1o the hotel = | had Deen
n Dol tRose hobeds just befiore Ehis Trip, Simen and | Fead o 8
flaating Chinase restasrant with Xi ZRang & Launen Farmder of
Nagoys Marimbas. They ane an impeessivedy talenied duo. Smon
spenl the BMPErTucEn with themm ini the Mutle college Brushing up
on his Marimbs lica



Sulbering with a cold still and ewen mone TobdEy Sown
st B viokenos in Mymriad, Hard to Toous on the
oo cliag, Bt ins Spibe of AN This, we &0 & greal sold-put
ghow. 1 think this is the best show of the tour, We e
ol really gof Inside sach others playing and ane really
gitting bo compliment each cther and play off sach
aitser. T Spirits ane high atter 1t Qg Beers on the
Bt A Back oL 1B Pobel by Zaem.

it ||:|r|;|_3.| irip |,":I' o four ot to the hl:lr:ll:" with

Germanmy. Luckiy the-ssundehicks ang lior clociowork
R 30 the stress bevel s reduced pregig

Thak firgd venie i5 & ltthe mone rock n’rall with &
standing aiadisnce and a club atmosphers, although
it i probably 1he most pecrly-designed backstage
ares | Bive eeer gXparioncedl I s sold out, packed and
saeaty. The weniad i3 tight, eipecialy tor the S0-strong
Paesveerkor pd gided with thésr co-sedinaled drum
choneograpiy. | mutt say, ity are a really siunning
aroip wih Incrpdicly procision. It & another grésl Gig.
We have sl really grown together over the last The
Sigs. Lods of mew Rings odeme out and it &5 a really high
anargy shoae Soleits aoe high and a2ier & wiss-Isllad
altersho and Ehreehow $rip ko Amaberdaim, w g
nack at dam. Early flght to follow (he mext diry and
rima ko redlect on what has B & fruly meesrable
160 days. Hats off fo Erk and bis team who make this
sy alvee Mestveal possibbe.

iy St Tk

{Electronics)
ol [Tama/Balalon/SAringed
s tnamentsSolce
Carla th Italian percussionWoloe)
Arle Tunchoyacivan (Pencussion Vokoe)

rioen Warnser
vl Edprson

..}ah 1 [\.H:rq Afro Anabalan Taks &
Pasvierkoapd
Plus Fim Wesemiholf a5 gt

Tiwe &d & hall hours sleep and then it i

back o the road Lo e aepset, | hanse Deen
on the rosd pretty much Solid Mae fhed wies
naw having jush god back from a five city India
bt it Bl Dhis progect. | need to sleep.

Fat chance! We all ke iL Lhgugh, Tougn
schedules or notl. [
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