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cityscape

An equal
music

English
percussionist
Pete Lockett
talks about his
fascinatian
with Imdian

| instruments

| and global
influences

I that define

| his music

| palette
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Ha\/mg a musical
alogue is excit

Multi-percussionist Pete Lockett who's
currently on his India tour talks on
collaborations and his love for the country

d

Sanaya Chavda

hilke mastering a singhe
musscal ndrument is a
task in itself, Pete Lock-
et can play almost every

kind of percussion — from the Indian
tabla and mnidangam to the Japanese
taiko, African djembe, Latin congas
and much more. The musician, who
performed at blueFROG last evening,
recently launched his album Made in
Calcutta in which he's collaborated
wilh [ndian anmistes. “It was really ex

citing working with Pandit Shankar
Chosh as | have worked with his son
Bikram eadier. | just ended up spend

ing much time i Kolkata and befone
we knew il, we were piecing toget her
the concept and recording for the al

bum,”™ says Pete, who has also worked
with sarod plaver Prattyush Banerjee.
“They're all great masters in their own
right. Being able 1o have a musical dia-
logue with them is very exciting,” he
adds.

Though he makes playing look easy.
before taking on each new insrument
he spends much time reseanching on
the culture behind it *I is a massive
challenge. Sometimes it can be hard to
master and understand each technique
without much time and it’s important
o reflect the integrity of the cul-

ture,” he says explaining *1 think - _

Indian chythm is like the holy !
gral” Though Pete hails from
London whose multiculural -
influences inspire his work, he ¥

says there was something right ' :

g

from the beginning that attracted him
o I 1 can’t put mw finger on i
but it's an altogether intriguing coun-
try — very complex whether it's the
foodd, people or culoure. Fve gmown up
admiring Ustad Zakar Hussain and Ah
Akbar Khan playing. my wile is also
half-Indian and latefy | found out my
grandmother was born in Chennai...”
Recently voted amongst the Top Per-
cussionist 2013 by readers of Modem
Drunmmer, Pete still feels he has far
o @0, “Tve bots of new projects — an
album with singers from MNorth and
south India, one - :itll

Aimo Moreira 2 &8
percussionist
mom  Brazil 8
and also de- §
VEloping my
app Drum- J
jam,” h&#
SAYS,
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